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I have been often 
asked by clients 
and colleagues 
the best places to 
visit in London, 
especially if it is 
their �rst UK 
experience. So I 
have put some of 
my ideas down 
on paper to give 
a �avour of 
London and 
hope that it will 
appeal to �rst 
timers as well as 
to seasoned 
travellers.

Caroline

Or go to HYDE PARK for a great Winter Wonderland 
experience

There is something 
for everyone.  Skate 
the ice rink, stroll 
through the 
breath-taking Magi-
cal Ice Kingdom, or 
browse through the Christmas Markets.  Enjoy free 
live music, great food and drink and take in a Cirque 
Berserk show.

Days and times 23 Nov 2013 – 5 Jan 2014 (except 
Christmas Day) 10am – 10pm

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

CHRISTMAS WITH HARRY POTTER AND WARNER 
STUDIOS  If you are a Hogwart fan, there is a special 
‘Hogwarts at Christmas’ tour at Warner Studios.  This 
tour sees the studio sets undergoing a festive 
makeover with the Great 
Hall being laid out with 
yuletide delicacies like 
turkeys, hams, plum 
puddings and snow cakes, 
flanked by glittering 
Christmas trees and 
decorated with sprigs of 
mistletoe and wreaths 
and the spectacular 
model of Hogwarts Castle 
will be blanketed in 
artificial snow through the holiday season.

Harry Potter film buffs will likely recognise the 
Christmas-themed props from the movies dotted 
around the sets too. Look out for the hand-knitted 
jumpers that Molly Weasley gave Ron and Harry for 
Christmas in Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone, Luna Lovegood’s dress from the Slug Club 
Christmas party in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince, and the Invisibility Cloak that Harry received 
at his first Hogwarts Christmas. And of course, all the 
top attractions will still be there too, so you can peer 
into Eeylop’s Owl Emporium or Professor Snape’s 

If you find yourselves in London on Christmas Day 
make it special by taking a RELAXING CRUISE 
DOWN THE RIVER THAMES and see London at 
its most peaceful whilst enjoying a classic Christ-
mas Day lunch.  Experience the city free from its 
normal crowds as you glide past sights like Big 
Ben, Tower Bridge and the London Eye as the 
cruise takes you along the river from Westminster 
Pier to Greenwich and then back again. The 
Christmas Day cruise lasts 2.5 hours and includes 
an aperitif after boarding as well as a 3-course 
Christmas lunch of roast turkey with all the 
trimmings.
  
Tickets cost from £115 per person
www.citycruises.com
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

GO SKATING AT SOMERSET HOUSE
‘The coolest rink of all’  The Sunday Times
Skate after dark with Club nights to a live 
soundtrack 
spun by some 
of the top DJs  
or skate on 
Glad Tidings 
Tuesday to 
traditional 
yuletide music 
and treats  
with late night shopping in the Christmas Arcade 
with the very best of British brands and indepen-
dent artisans.

Days and times 14 November 2013 - 5 January 
2014
Tickets cost from £7.50
Tel: 0844 847 1520

2014 LONDON BOAT SHOW  
Calling all adventure seekers. The Boat Show will 
be celebrating its diamond jubilee in January with 
thousands of 
people expect-
ed to attend the 
nine-day event 
at the ExCel 
exhibition 
centre and 
Royal Victoria Dock, to peruse almost 1,000 new 
and used boats of all sizes, plus hundreds of 
stands offering new products, charters, chandlers 
and marine clothing. 
In addition the event will welcome Sir Ben 
Ainsliethe four-time Olympic gold medallist 
and silver medallist and America's Cup winner 
on Wednesday 8 January when he will be 
taking part in a question and answer session 
on the JP Morgan BAR AC45 stand at 11:30.

Ainslie’s J.P.Morgan BAR AC45 catamaran, 
which competed in the 2012-2013 America's Cup 
World Series, will be on display for the full nine 
day show from 4 to 12 January.

ENTERTA INMENT
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL - QUIDAM VIP ROUGE  
Cirque du Soleil returns to London with its stun-
ning show Quidam. Having first set foot in the 
capital in 2000, Quidam has gone on to become a 
trademark Cirque du Soleil arobatic show, wowing 
audiences.

Days and times Saturday 4 Jan 2014 to Saturday 
15 Feb 2014
Royal Albert Hall, Kensington Gore, 
London SW7 2AP

potions class; get your photo taken boarding the 
iconic purple bus to Hogwarts; sip a pint of 
creamy butterbeer and pick up some Potter-in-
spired Christmas gifts.

Days and times Tours run until January 6th
Tickets Adults £29; Children £21.50
www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/

MAYOR OF LONDON’S NEW YEAR’S EVE FIRE-
WORKS DISPLAY 31 December 2013
Celebrate the New Year at the London Eye with 
the UK’s largest annual fireworks display. Celebra-
tions will continue until 12:45 am with a live DJ 
set – staying until the end will make it easier to 
leave the viewing areas.

“As the clock strikes twelve on New Year’s Eve, 
thousands who have gathered on the banks of 
the Thames to watch the annual fireworks over 
London will experience something quite different.

This year, the skyline will not only be filled 
with exploding colours, but peach snow, 
banana confetti and giant 'zesty orange' 
bubbles.

Food scientists Bompas & Parr have been roped in 
to create the world’s first multi-sensory fireworks 
display, set to make the South Bank smell as 
sweet as a strawberry field – and taste like one 
too! “

Continue the celebrations with a visit to the 
annual LONDON NEW YEAR’S DAY PARADE. This  
features 10,000 performers representing the 
London boroughs and countries from across the 
globe.

Days and times 12 midday to 3:15 pm, Wednes-
day, January lst
www.londonparade.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to one and all

www.citycruises.com
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NEW YEAR’S EV E
CELEBR ATIONS 2013

THINGS TO SEE...EXHIBITIONS
mobiEXPLORE UK 

this mobile applica-
tion offers 
up-to-the-minute 
news on the best 
places to eat, drink, 
sleep and visit.  It is 
Britain’s largest 
online directory of 
destination guides 
and accommoda-
tion providers and 
the application is 
free to download.   
www.mobiexplo-

rel.com/visitbritain.

www.mobiexplorel.com/visitbritain
www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/
www.londonparade.co.uk
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Days and times Open from 10 January 2014 and 
available throughout the year
Tickets cost £40.00
www.exelement.co.uk

GO CANOEING - BIG BEN AND BACK  
This trip is planned around the tides, allowing you 
to glide down river to see Albert Bridge, the 
London Eye and the Houses of Parliament in all 
their splendour before returning to the Go Canoe-
ing base at Chelsea on the new flood tide.

This trip is run in highly stable boats, so no experi-
ence is required, and expert guides will help you 
master the basics of boat control during your 
journey. All specialist equipment is provided.

Days and times Sunday 5 Jan 2014, Sat 18 Jan, 
Sat 1 Feb, Sat 22 Feb
Tickets cost £36.00
Cremorne Riverside, Cremorne Gardens, Lots 
Road, London SW10 0QH 
www.gocanoeing.org.uk/go

BURNS NIGHT IN LONDON   
Join in the celebration of the famous Scottish poet 
Robert Burns.   Many London restaurants and bars 
hold special Burns Night events which are often 
marked with a supper, poetry reading and 
bagpipes.

A traditional supper will consist of 
Cock-a-leekie soup, Haggis, neeps 
and tatties as the main meal with 
Cranachan for dessert and, of course, 
plenty of whisky for toasting

Days and times 25 January 2014

CHINESE NEW YEAR    
London hosts the largest celebra-
tions outside Asia.  2014 is the Year of the Horse 
and falls on 31 January.   The festivities usually 
include a 
spectacular visual parade through the West End 
featuring Chinese dragon costumes, a lion dance, 
food and craft stalls, live performances and a 
fireworks display. 

According to legend, of all the animals, twelve 

LONDON ICE SCULPTING FESTIVAL  
The annual London Ice Sculpting Festival  will 
make its glistening return to Wood Wharf in 
Canary Wharf.

There will be 3 competi-
tions with 20 interna-
tional ice sculptors 
competing in 10 teams 
as well as amateurs 
attending hands-on 
workshops.  See what 
can be achieved with a 
huge solid block of 
water and a chainsaw!

Days and times Friday 10 Jan 2014, Sun 12 Jan 
Wood Wharf, Canary Wharf London E14 5AX

THINGS TO DO...ACTIVITIES
ICE CLIMBING IN LONDON  
While visiting London why not try something 
unusual - visit the amazing Saab Ice Wall, operat-
ed by Vertical Chill, at Ellis Brigham's London 
Covent Garden store.

Sessions are one hour in length and the last 
session of the day starts one hour before closing.
To book, call the Covent Garden Store on 020 
7395 1010 and ask for the IceWall.
Open from 6th January.
 
If you find yourself in Manchester try the indoor 
ice wall and get some tuition as well. Ice climbing 
– thrilling, chilling and incredibly rewarding! 
Originally starting out as an offshoot of mountain 
climbing, indoor ice climbing has become a 
rapidly growing sport in its own right.  In Man-
chester you will receive a full safety briefing from 
your trained instructor, before being kitted up in 
all the relevant climbing gear. Then you are ready 
to move onto the ice, where you will receive one 
to one tuition from a fully qualified instructor and 
spend approximately 40 minutes on the ice, being 
instructed in different ice climbing techniques. 
This is an introduction for those who have not 
tried ice climbing before and you'll learn the basic 
skills needed to get a real taster of this exciting 
new sport.

Days and times
February 1st – France v England
February 8th – Scotland v England
February 22nd – Ireland v England
March 9th – Wales v England
March 15th  – Italy v England

ART

THE QUEEN’S GALLERY, BUCKINGHAM PALACE    
One of the great artists of 
the Baroque, Castiglione 
was perhaps the most 
innovative and technically 
brilliant Italian draftsman of 
his time – now famous for 
his drawings and prints. The 
Royal Collection holds the 
finest surviving group of the 
artist’s works.

Days and times Until 16 March 2014
10:00  - 17:30 daily
Tickets cost Adult £9.50

NATIONAL GALLERY
STRANGE BEAUTY: MASTERS OF THE GERMAN 
RENAISSANCE    
This exhibition takes a fresh look at German 
Renaissance paintings in the National Gallery 
Collection, providing insights into the way these 
works were perceived in their time and in the 
recent past, and how they are seen today.  It will 
focus on some of the best-known artists of the 
period, including Hans Holbein the Younger, 
Albrecht Dürer and Lucas Cranach the Elder. All 
famous artists in their own time, the exhibition 
will highlight the ways in which their paintings, 
drawings and prints were valued in the 16th 
century for qualities such as expression and 
inventiveness.

Days and times 19 February – 11 May 2014

animals heeded the call to meet Buddha on 
Chinese New Year and he named a year after each 
one.   Buddha annouced that 
people born in each animal’s 
year would have some of that 
animal’s personality.   Thus 
those born in horse years are 
cheerful, skillful with money, 
perceptive, witty, talented and 
good with their hands.

FASHION

LONDON FASHION WEEK    
All you fashion conscious 
people – some important dates for  your diaries  
-London Fashion Weekend

Days and times
For London Men’s  - January 6-8, 2014
For London Women’s  -  February 14-18, 2014

SPORT

HEAD OF THE RIVER RACE    
Watch this legendary race when 400 crews from 
around the world  take to the waters of the River 
Thames – from Mortlake to Putney  4.25 mile 
(6.8km). 

Days and times 29 March 14:15

RUGBY - 2014 SIX NATIONS CHAMPIONSHIP    
The 2013 Six Nations Championship ended with 
England as runners-up as Wales denied them a 
Grand Slam and the Championship itself.  Howev-
er, England retained the Calcutta Cup and defeat-
ed France by a ten point margin.

The 2014 season begins in February 1st  at the 
Stade de France in Paris with France v England. 
England  then travel to Scotland to play the Scots 
at Murrayfield Stadium on February 8th. For the 
third match of the Championship, England will be 
back at home to take on the Irish and will stay at 
Twickenham for their match against Wales.  Finally 
England travel to Rome to play Italy in their last 
match in the 2014 Tournament.

For detailed 
up-to-the-minute  
information, visit or 
contact Tourist 
Information 
Centres.

Save money on rail 
travel. Up to 20% 
off unlimited rail 
travel in the United 
Kingdom for travel 
between 1st Novem-
ber 2013- 28th 
February 2014. To 
get this offer you 
must arrange this 
before you travel.  
www.visitbritain.com

www.visitbritain.com
www.exelement.co.uk
www.gocanoeing.org.uk/go
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TIPS FOR 
TRAVEL

Speak Like a Local
UK – US

Lorry  -  Truck
Lift  -  Elevator
Barrister  -  Lawyer/
Attorney
Camp Bed  -  Cot
Trolley  -  Cart
Store  -  Stop
Cashier  -  Teller
Autumn  -  Fall
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PLACES TO VISIT OUTSIDE 
LON DON

BIRMINGHAM
BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY    
The Staffordshire Hoard Unique Anglo-Saxon 
collection in the process of being conserved and 
you can see objects pre-conversvation and 
objects that have newly been conserved..
The Hoard is made up of over 1500 pieces of 
beautifully crafted gold and silver from the 7th 
century Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia.  The 
exhibition tells the story of the Hoard find and the 
history of Anglo-Saxon Britain.
Days and times Daily 10:00 – 17:00 

TOLKIEN’S MIDDLE EARTH
If you are a Tolkien fan discover where the inspira-
tion came from by taking a trail of the main 
created Middle Earth – JRR Tolkien.

This trail is led by an experienced Blue Badge 
Tourist Guide and explores the areas of Birming-
ham where Tolkien spent his childhood, and how 
the locations, events and characters in his life 
inspired his writing.

Tour will start and finish at the coach stop behind 
Birmingham Town Hall and will last around 3 ½ 
hours and is run by Midlands Discovery Tours.
Days and times
Sunday, 19 Jan  at 2:00pm
Tickets cost Cost for Adults: £16.00

OPER A/BA LLET

OPERA:    
Don Giovanni – a new production of Mozart’s 
beloved tragicomedy. 
The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
Days and times
1 Feb 2013 – 24 Feb 2014

BALLET:
Nutcracker – 
The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
Days and times
9 Dec 2013 - 16 Jan 2014

Giselle – the quintessential Romantic ballet – a 
tale of betrayal, supernatural spirits and love that 
transcends death.
The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
Days and times
18th Jan – 10 February 2014

Hansel and Gretel – 
The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
Days and times
24-28th January 2014

ROYAL ALBERT HALL    
La Bohème  – Pucinni’s captivating romance and 
heartfelt tradgedy.  This production is staged fully 
in-the-round and transforms the iconic Royal 
Albert Hall into 1940s Paris.
Days and times
27 February – 9 March 
 

PLACES TO VISIT

BUCKINGHAM PALACE
Exclusive guided tour     
Offers the visitor an insight into the history and 
use of the State Rooms and the magnificent 
works of art on display.

An expert guide – ending with a glass of cham-
pagne you will also receive a copy of the official 
guidebook.

Days and times 1-2 February 2014

Happy Travels!

Caroline Kay 
Client Experience Director

2815 Eastlake Ave E #300
Seattle, WA 98102

caroline@becauz.com
www.becauz.com

US MOBILE +1    206 979 1525
UK MOBILE +44 7515 286 509

OFFICE       +1    206 467 4082

Travel to Birming-
ham by train will 
take approximately 
1 ½ hours.

Caroline

www.becauz.com
mailto: caroline@becauz.com
www.becauz.com

